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Abstract	Comment by HP: All submissions must be accompanied by a structured abstract prepared in accordance with the format specified below.

The abstract should be limited to 150–180 words, excluding keywords and JEL classification.

· Purpose
· Design/methodology/approach
· Findings
· Implications
· Originality/Value
· Keywords
· JEL Classification
· Keywords	Comment by HP: Provide 3–5 appropriate keywords that reflect the core focus of the study, for improving indexing and discoverability. Keywords should be listed in alphabetical order, with the first keyword capitalised and the remaining in lowercase unless they are proper nouns. The editorial team may refine keywords to ensure consistency and enhance discoverability (if required).
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Introduction	Comment by HP: The introduction should clearly establish the relevance, purpose, and contribution of the study. It is expected to be focused, coherent, and concise, guiding readers from the broader context to the specific research problem.
The introduction should:
Contextualise the study by situating the topic within the relevant theoretical, empirical, and practical landscape, drawing on current and high-quality literature (typically including 5–7 recent and relevant citations).
Clearly articulate the research problem, demonstrating how it emerges from existing literature, practice, or policy debates.
Identify and justify the research gap, explaining what is not yet known, insufficiently explored, or theoretically underdeveloped, and why addressing this gap is important.
State the study’s objectives, and where appropriate, clearly present the research questions.
Highlight the contribution of the study, specifying its significance for theory development, empirical understanding, managerial practice, and/or policy formulation.
Provide a brief overview of the paper’s structure (optional but recommended for longer or more complex manuscripts).
Authors should ensure that the introduction does not overwhelm the manuscript with excessive detail. Instead, it should be strategically written to motivate the study, establish scholarly relevance, and engage the reader, while maintaining clarity and logical flow.

































Literature Review	Comment by HP: This section must:
Critically synthesise approximately 20–25 relevant scholarly sources, structured under 2–3 coherent thematic subheadings.
Include 5 -7 recent publications from the current year to demonstrate engagement with the most up-to-date research.
Avoid mere descriptive listing: instead, systematically compare, contrast, and contextualise prior findings.
Identify key themes, inconsistencies, contradictions, and gaps in the literature.
Conclude by clearly linking the reviewed literature to the study’s research questions or objectives.
Where applicable, develop a conceptual framework or research model and formulate hypotheses grounded in the literature.
Note: Use APA 7th edition in-text citations throughout. 







	
































Research Methods	Comment by HP: This section must clearly and transparently describe how the study was conducted to ensure rigor, replicability, and credibility. Authors should include the following:
Research Design: Clearly specify whether the study adopts a qualitative, quantitative, or mixed-methods approach.
-Quantitative studies should specify the research type (e.g., survey, correlational, experimental), define key variables, and describe measurement instruments.
-Qualitative studies should identify the research design (e.g., case study, phenomenology, grounded theory, ethnography) and justify its suitability.
-Mixed-methods studies should state the design (e.g., convergent, sequential explanatory/exploratory), describe sequencing, timing, and explain how data integration was achieved.
Study Context / Area: Describe the study setting, organisational, institutional, or geographical context relevant to the research.
Sampling and Participants: Detail the sampling strategy, population, sample size, inclusion and exclusion criteria, and a brief demographic overview. 
Data Collection Procedures: Explain data sources and instruments (e.g., surveys, interviews, observations, archival data), number of items or sessions, administration procedures, and data collection period.
Measurement and Instrumentation (where applicable): Describe scale development or adoption, validity and reliability considerations, and any pilot testing conducted.
Data Analysis Techniques: Specify analytical tools and software used (e.g., SPSS, R, Python, AMOS, SmartPLS, NVivo) and clearly describe the analytical procedures employed.
Ethical Considerations: State ethical approval (where applicable), informed consent procedures, confidentiality safeguards, and compliance with relevant ethical standards.













	


























Results	Comment by HP: This section should present the study’s findings clearly, objectively, and without interpretation or discussion. Authors should adhere to the following:
Alignment with Research Questions: Results must directly address the stated research questions or hypotheses, presented in a logical sequence.
Quantitative Studies: Report descriptive and inferential statistics clearly, in accordance with APA 7th edition guidelines.
Qualitative Studies: Present clearly defined themes or categories, supported by concise and representative quotations or evidence. 
Mixed-Methods Studies: Report quantitative and qualitative results separately before presenting integrated or merged findings where appropriate.
Tables and Figures: Use tables and figures selectively to enhance clarity. A maximum of four (4) tables and/or figures is permitted, each properly numbered, titled, and formatted according to APA 7th edition standards.
Clarity and Precision: Avoid interpretation, comparison with prior studies, or theoretical explanation, which should be reserved for the Discussion section.







































Discussion	Comment by HP: The discussion section should interpret and contextualise the study’s findings in relation to existing literature and the study’s objectives. Authors should:
Briefly restate the key findings, focusing on results that directly address the research questions or hypotheses.
Interpret the findings, explaining what they mean rather than repeating the results.
Situate the findings within prior research, clearly identifying areas of convergence, divergence, or extension relative to existing studies.
Theorize the findings, explaining how they support, extend, or challenge existing theory and frameworks.
Highlight significant insights, including unexpected or novel findings. Discuss unexpected or contradictory results, offering plausible explanations grounded in theory, context, or methodology.







































Conclusion and Implications	Comment by HP: The Conclusion and Implications section should synthesise the study’s contributions, meaning, and relevance, providing a clear takeaway for readers. Authors should:
Clearly articulate what the study demonstrates or establishes, derived directly from the results and analysis.
Highlighting theoretical, practical, societal, and policy implications.
Acknowledge limitations and discuss their potential impact on interpretation and generalizability.
Offering specific, actionable directions for future research.
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All references must:	Comment by HP: Be formatted in APA 7th edition style.
Include recent and credible peer-reviewed sources.
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Supplementary Materials	Comment by HP: Describe any supplementary material published online alongside the manuscript (figures, tables, videos, spreadsheets, etc.). Please indicate the name and title of each element as follows: Figure S1: title, Table S1: title, etc.
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Ethical Statement	Comment by HP: Institutional Review Board (IRB) / Ethics Approval: For studies involving humans or animals, provide the approval statement and protocol number. Examples:
-Human studies: The study was approved by the Institutional Review Board (Research Committee/ Research Management Cell/ Ethics Committee) of [Name of Institute], protocol code [XXX], date of approval [DD/MM/YYYY].”
-Animal studies: “The animal study protocol was approved by the Institutional Review Board (Research Committee/ Research Management Cell/ Ethics Committee) of [Name of Institute], protocol code [XXX], date of approval [DD/MM/YYYY].”
-Exempt or waived studies: “Ethical review and approval were waived due to [Reason].”
-Not applicable: Use if no humans or animals were involved.
Informed Consent: For human studies, provide a statement regarding participant consent. Examples:
-“Informed consent was obtained from all subjects involved in the study.”
-“Patient consent was waived due to [Reason].”
-Not applicable if the study did not involve humans.
-For identifiable participants, include: “Written informed consent has been obtained from the patient(s) to publish this paper.”
For Perception/Behaviour Studies
For studies involving surveys, interviews, or behavioural observations without interventions, medical procedures, or sensitive personal data, formal IRB/ethics approval may not be required.
Authors should include a statement such as:
-“The study involved voluntary participation through surveys/interviews and was conducted in accordance with the institutional guidelines of [Research Management Cell/University Ethics Committee/University Name]. Formal ethical approval was not required.”
-“Participation was voluntary, anonymous, and informed consent was obtained from all participants.”
Authors remain responsible for ensuring ethical conduct, privacy, and confidentiality, consistent with institutional or university standards.
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For transparency, manuscripts should include a statement such as:
 "During the preparation of this manuscript, the author(s) used [tool name, version] for [purpose]. All output was reviewed and edited by the authors, who take full responsibility for the content of this publication."
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